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VARIED SITE

Here, you are in a crossing point and transition zone between garrigue
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KARST
Oid You know?

The limestore plateavx weve

Fovmed b% mavine depostts

Water - a serene and patient force...

It dissolves limestone milligram by milligram
For millennia, it has been hollowing out the gorges for

(scrubland) and plain. It offers visitors a wealth of forms, colours, species, which the site, now a protected area is famous. oving the Jvvassic period
landsc d activities. Y tak Ik id nat d cult d The water shapes the landscape and determines the (s million %“VS “ﬂo)
andscapes and activities. You can take a Wdik amid nhature and cuiture, sun an vegetation. As it quickly drops underground through the 1€ His sea ‘weve S’IL/// heve
shade, dry and wet environments, gorges and valleys - or even below ground. fissures in the rock: foday, i would be

3 - Very little is available for vegetation, which explains the ovey o heads

i drought conditions on the Causse.
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3 BRIDGES

limestone by the River
Hérault, they are

home to remarkable Linking the two banks of the river

ecosystems which are

- It feeds the underground rivers which flow beneath
the St-Guilhem hills and the surrounding areaq, and is
responsible for the unique subterranean landscapes of
the Grotte de Clamouse.

() Hugo Soria

GROTTE DE CLAMOUSE SINKHOLE AND LIMESTONE

still protected by the at the entranceto the gorge, where the River A Iegicfl:g ‘oft':]he timeﬂl:uhen sheep gr‘az;ed PAVEMENT
, , . , : eacefully in the sun, the garrigue, now free © asi ives in the underground L eeeses
terrain and the Hérault sometimes reveadls its destructive PRt O Pellit et d GG e ket
quality of the from human intervention or the effects of caves, the water gradually deposits the calcium it . Above ground: dolomitic
water nature power dur|ng floods: grazing sheep, is reducing, metre by ‘ has dissolved as it passed through the rock, forming boulders, depressions, soil

metre, and becoming an oak amazing curtains and concretions.

forest once again.

reinforcements... all of these
cause water to filter down
beneath the surface.

The Pont du Diable, a masterpiece
of Romanesque architecture built
between 1025 and 1031, holds
‘National Monument’ status and

is inscribed on UNESCO’s World

Heritage List (under the designation
Routes of Santiago de Compostela’)

Olive oil, table olives, soap...
Olive groves first appeared in the Aniane
\ area in the 11* century and

A

), their shimmering green and silver

», foliage is still a notable feature
M, of thelandscape.
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The Canal de Gignac aqueduct

was built at the end of the 19
century and carries water to

the fertile agricultural plains
downstream. The canal was built
to flood the vineyards during the
phylloxera blight. It now provides
water for irrigation.
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€ The road bridge was built
in 1932 in response to
the development
of motor vehicles.

RESURGENCE

With each drop, streams
form below ground and these then flow
back out through a resurgence.
This is how the Clamouse spring was

Its stone or concrete bridges have always provided
A powerful and unpredictable river.itlinks = = o vjtql ink between people, villages and cultures. Invisible \

the granite of the Cévennes to the sands

This visitor centre stands at the edge of
the “Saint-Guilhem-le-Désert - Gorges de

local produce.

of the Mediterranean, shaping our at the horizon, the 21°t century “Passerelle des Anges” , IHérault” Grddnd Site de Flronce- ; formed.
idi X ! A A . OoU are dassured a warm weilcome an ) .
ndecapes and providng footbridge is the 4" bridge on the site and provides an invitation to explore the riches TR ‘% e _
pIdnts and animals. d Slee wd 'tO redCh the POnt dU Didble. of the Hérault Vqlleg and its ] P i . - Graphic n and main illustrations on the information boards il Saint Guilhem le Désert
. j __ oerance | Gorges de 'Hérault

. dlong the interpretive trail: www.coquelicots.fr A e e e



